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WENG-KUO of Shanghai was still an ace of his
profession, in spite of his sixty-five years. Weng-Kuo
was a member of the Guild of Thieves. His venerated
father who died softly thirty years ago, had been a
member of the Guild of Thieves. If Wang-Kuo who
was an egotist and preferred the girls of cheap tea-
houses to marriage, would have had sons, they would
have without doubt been members of the Guild of
Thieves, after having gone through the prescribed
ordeal of showing their skill.

The Guild of Thieves was one of the largest and
most influential guilds of Shanghai, working hand in
glove with the Guild of Beggars; it was often more
remunerative to return a stolen jewel or bangle to the
owner against a good reward through a beggar who
had " found " it, than to sell it to the greedy fences.

Weng-Kuo was never hungry, He was a skilful
craftsman; he knew tteree hundred sixty-six sleights of
hand. He was able to cut open the shirt of a nervous
man without provoking his suspicion. Besides, Weng-
Kuo was strongly for justice and fair play. By right
he should have been President of the Guild, but they
elected a man who was a year younger than Weng-
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